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'CALEWAR OF EVENTS · Dec. 7 • Fteld Trfp to Arroyo Court 
Sanctuary and San Mateo Park. 
Meet at 8:30 A.M. at Arroyo Court 
just off EL Camino tn San Mateo. 
Wfnter visitors wfll b& with us 
·and thts should pro~e a good 
scouting trtp for the Chrtstmas 
Count. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 

9 -:Ffeld Trtp Jn the San Carlos 
Carlmont vfctntty. Co!ontes of 
black-crowned night herons and 
acorn woodpeckers w t I I be observed. 
Meet at the San Carlos s. P. Sta­
tion at 8:30A.M. 

14 ... Regular evening meettng·, Burl­
ingame Recreatfon Center, 8:00 P.M. 
Mr. c. L. Sleeper of the Santa 
Clara Va I I ey Audubon Soc f ety w t II 
gtve an tl lustrated talk on "Bird 
Study Methods". · 

16- FJeld Trip to Los Banos Game 
and Wildlife Refuge. Meet at 
"Ttny's" Restaurant on·State Hfgh• 

: ·'way 152 tn Los Banos at 8:30 A. M •. 
·~ThJs is a wonderful opportunfty to 
··see hundreds of ducks, snow geese 
and sand hi J J cranes. If you wish, 
or can offer, transportation, call 
OJeta Dickinson, Em 6-7661, as we 
should arrange to take as few cars 
as posslbfe. 

Nov. 18 - Screen Tour, San Mate·o High 
Schoo( AudJtorfum, 8:00 P.M. Muri 
Deusfng presents "Adventure tn 
Afrt ca". 

I . 

Dec. 

Dec. 

l2 -Regular evening meetfng. 
Bur l f ngame Recrea t l on Center, 
8:00 P.M. Mr. John Larson, Ward­
en~ of the Greco Island Sanctuary 
and of Green Island Sanct~~rf ln 
Te:Kas wt I t te I j Ufi ebout "L t fe on 
an Audubon Refuge ·• · 

28 ... The Christmas Count. f f you 
would lIke to help In thls lnter­
esttng activt ty thts year pl·ease 
phone NeT l .01 ck t nson, Em 6-7661 , 
and arrah~e to work ln the atea 
you would most enjoy, or gtve a 
report on visitors to your own 
feeding tray. We need a lot of 
help to turn tn a really good 
C9Unt. 

.... , ....... 
Opentng dates for the five 2-week 

sess ions at fhe AUDUBON CAMP OF CAll FOR­
NIA T n 1958 wf l I b.e June 22, Ju I y 6, 
July 20, Aug. 3 and August 17. Ten Year 
Anniversary Seasonl Register now for 
the session of ~our. choice. 



KALEIDOSCOPE 
September 12, 1957 

At thetr flrst fall meeting, mem­
bers of Sequot a !'Chapter had a most en­
joyable tlme st:)artng vacation experiences. 

By means of slides and Interesting 
first-hand rep.orts, those attend lng had 
the vicarlous and varied experiences of 
going on mule-back with Mr. and Mrs.James 
Butler down the precipitous and spectac­
ular trall~of the South Rtm of the Grand 
Canyon to 'beaut i fu I Phantom Ranch • Equa I-
ly enjoya~Je were Ne'J and OJeta Dtckfn­
son's sl,ldes on Glacier National Park,· 
Mr. Nicholas Krot I 's slides on wild-
f 1 owers ·and c act t , Mr. A I I en Lee 's s I t des 
of Perv, Mr. and Mrs. Karl Kerstan•s fine 
movies of their bird guests at the sprfng 
on their summer cabin property near Cafa­
vera$,Grove, and Ruth Breckenridge's re­
port on her trtp to seven western nation­
al parks. 

When OJeta Dtcktnson, Program Chair­
man, asked those attending If they wanted . 
another "kaleidoscope" next year, the 
~nswer was a spontaneous and enthusiastic 
"Yesl" So next year, let's plan to have 
more members.parttcipate In KaJeidoscope. 
Such a program ts really tops tn fun and 
entertainment. 

Ruth Breckenridge 

BROWf·r PEL I CAN ON SHORE LEAVE 

"On Monday, September 23," relates 
.Jed McC le l Jan, "I saw a brown pe I lean on 
Clear Lake. In Audubon Water Bird Guide, 
1951, p. 27, appears the stateni'in'f 'tThe 

~brown peJ lean is strictly a coastal species, 
never occurring tntand, or out of sight of 
shore•. Never before have I seen an ex­
ceptfon to thts rule. I have seen hund­
reds of white pelicans on CJear Lake and 
Jn many other Inland places, but this one 
I one brown pe I Jean rea II y start led me. I 
saw tt tn fJight and on the water." 

• -.1 

FIELD TRIP TO DUMBARTON BRIDGE 
September 14, l957 . 

As members of the Sequoia Chapter 
assembled at the Hiller He If copter 
Plant on Sept. 14, they were pleasant­
ly surprised to ftnd that members of 
the Santa Cfar~ Chapter were doing 
likewise. By coincidence, both chap­
ters had picked the "same time, same 
stat ton 11 to meet In preparation for 
observing shore birds at Oumbarton 
Bridge. Members of both groups enjo~ 
renewing old frfendshJps and making new 
ones. 

Mr. Les SJeeper, leader of the 
Santa Clara group, was promptly adopt­
ed by the Sequolans as thetr leader, 
also, and hts expert knowledge and 
help In Tdentiflcatton was very much 
appreciated. . 

The trtp proved to be rewarding 
ln ~'birding" as It was fn renewing of 
friendships. Among the birds seen and 
t dent if i ed were: long•b t [I ed Cur lew, 
Forster•·s Tern, Godwit, Black-necked 
Stt 1 t, Brown Pet lean, White Pelican, 
Dowitcher, WI I let, Brewer Blackbird, 
Avocet, Black-bellied Plover, Seml­
palmated Plover, Western Sandpiper, 
Killdeer, Ptntatl Duck, Ruddy Duck, 
PhaJarope, Snowy Plover, Hudsonian 
Curlew, Snowy Egret, Great Blue Heron, 
Song Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Barn 
Swallow, Violet-green Swallow, Cor­
morant, and Mallard Duck. 

-- Ruth Breckenridge 

REMINDERS 

Have you been keeplng your "Btrder 
lndtvlduaf Questionnaire" sent to you 
last sprtng up-to-date?· The year Is 
drawtng to a close when ft is to be 
returned to Fred Evenden, 1336 Fl tch 
Way, Sacramento (25). 

---~ 
Paclftc Coast BIENNIAL CONVENTION­

Asilomar, Cal tforn'ta, March 21, ~2, 23 
& 24. 1959. Save the dates now. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

We arc looking forward t'o our 
second Audubon Screen Tour on Monday, 
Novoober 18, at 8 p.n., at· San Mateo 
High School Auditorium. The photogra­
pher and narrator is Murl Dousing, a 
noted naturalist, and the picture is 
entitled, "Adventure in Africa." It 
promises to be another excellent 
evening's entertainoent. 

We 6ust have a larger attendance 
at these fine screen tours, so let 
each member publicize then in all 
organizations in which he participates, 
anon£ friends and in his neighborhood-­
acting as a special publicity agent. 
We do 'lfJant T"lore people to have the· 
benefit of these wonderful tours. 

We extend a hearty welcone to 
everyone to co:oe to our increasingly 
popular "pot luck" dinner which pre­
cedes the screen tour. We neet at the 
Burlingane Recreation Center, 850 Bur­
lingane Avenue, at 6 p.El. for dinner, 
and after dinner go to the San Mateo 
High School- Audi toriun for the screen 
tour ·at 8 :p.r1. 

So do nark your calendar for this 
date, MONDAY, NQ.VElViBER 18. We hope to. 
see many new f~ces as well as our old 
friends. rle r13e.lly have a jolly tine 
and it is a good way_ to get better 
acquainted. For reservations for the 
dinner, call Alice Steele, Dl 4-8317, 
or Olota Dickinson, En 6-7661 

We are E-:rateful to all of our 
nonbors for t"heir help in Sequoia 
Audubon Society. Special praise for 
faithful work in our Society should fO 
to the £allowing nenbers: 

To Ruth Breckenrid~~e for her par­
ticipation as assistant editor in writ­
ing for our bulletin. She has done 
a rrand job; to Oleta Dickinson for 
planninr our profrans--a lot of thou~ht 
boes into this sort of work; to Alice 
Steele and others who help with the 
plannin&~ of the pot luck dinners; to 

Gene Hebbron for nanaring our corres­
pondence and filing cards for our nail­
ing list; to Jed McClellan for leadin(; 

our field trips and his offer to 
write an article for future issues 
of the bulletin on wildflowers, 
trees and shrubs that we nicht ·e.xpec~ 
to see--durin~ e.s.ch nonth ·of the year; 
to our Editor, Elizabeth Baker, who 
even though a_busy person, takes tioe 
to cobpile th~ infornation for the 
Bulletin; to Alice Lyttaker for 
oakinf our Bulletin stencils. 

Mabel Lee 
President 

SEASONJ~ OBSERVATIONS 

Thanks to those who sent cards 
on the arrival of white crowned and 
golden crowned sparrows. I have kept 
records for several years· and the 
dates lie between Septenber 20 and 25, 
and they evidently l':!et their· schedule 
a~··ain this year. Doubtless the 5-day 
l~eway has rwre to do with ,our ob- . 
serving than with their delayed arr1vaL 
The Golden Crowns cooe fron their bree~ 
ing €;rounds in the Artie Circle and it 
al'lfTays seens niraculous to oe that they 
cone and co alnost to the day each 
year. Probably our wintering white 
crowns are fron far north of here also 
and the ones on Skyline and East Bay 
and Union Square, San Francisco, are 
resident breeders ,,ho oigrate little 
if at all. One of the Golden Crowns 
in oy yard this year varies his 1-2-3 
descondin{· scale, 11 Three Blind Mice" 
sonf pattern to a 1-3-2. 

I wonder if our early rains will 
brinr:: the varied thrush earlier this 
year-. Let ne know dates and location 
of the first you see. The red berry 
crop is so very luxuriant this year 
th8.t the Robins and Cedar vlaxwings 
Will have a field day, and We Will,~OO; 
watching their antics. 

There have been two reports of 
Russet-back 'fhrushes in San Ca:rlos 
yards,_ as well as the fP.niliar winter 
visitant, the Hernit Thrush. Several 
have reported long-flying· wedfeS of 
nieratinf waterfowl foing ever and 
Crystal Sprinc Lakes show increasing 
concentre"tions of then. 

-- Aveline Butler 



FIRST SCREEN' TOUR ·-"Forgotten Country" 

On October 10, our annual screen 
tours opened with Bert _Harwell's 
beautiful and entertaining "Forgotten 
Country. 11 .Mr. Harwell was introduced 
by Mrs. Donald Valentine, past presi­
dent of Sequoia Audubon Society. 

T.l1ie. 11 Forgotten Country" is a vast 
area lying between the Rocky and the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, and extending 
from Iviexico north to the Canadian 
border. Most people look upon these 
great stretches, many miles of which 
are desert-like, as country to cross 
in a hurry in order to get somewhere 
else. · 

This great "Forgotten Country" 
seemed to be waiting for Bert Harwell 
to discover it. He penetrated into 
its distant vastnesses to find a wealth 
of plant and animal.life, fantastic 
rock formations, and here_ and there 
ghost towns filled with the fascinat­
ing lore of the past. 

Mr. Harwell's imitati£ns of bird 
songs were as astonishingyrealistic 
as ever and brought an enthusiastic 
number of requests for favorite bird 
immitations from the ro1dience. 

The 30-odd members who attended the 
pot 1uck dinner before the screen taur 
were inspired by Mr. Harvvell r s vi brant 
persona,lity. He has a great zest for 
living, and his enthusiasm proved con­
tagious. Whatever his years, he is 
still a young man in spirit, energy 
and enthusiasm. 

--Ruth Breckenridge 
**~:'*'!<****. 

~EN FOR THE MOCKING BIRD! 

"For two or three years" writes 
"Jed" McCleilan, "occasional solitary 
mockine birds have been seen in Burling­
ame, and some of us looked for·ward to the 

I day when they would settle here and 
begin t? sing. A few days ~~o (early 
October) I heard the delightful song in 
the rain - and this morning (Oct. 5, 
1957) I heard the song again and saw the 
singer. He was perched, mockingbird 
style on the chimney of the house across 
the strePt from mine on Bernal Avenue, 

singing lustily. At last Burlingame 
is now ~coking bird territory. F~ 
28 years I have missed that cheery 
song, and I'm glad to hear it again 
near my home. 

:{: ********* 

FI}lJLD ~RIP TO SiU""J MATEO COUNTY 
lfl.EMORI AL P .ARK 

Fifteen Sequoia Audubon Society 
members met on October 19 for a field 
trip to San Mateo County Memorial Pat.k. 
Ably led by "Jed 11 McClellan, the 
group roamed along the nature trail 
and to some of the delightful areas 
adjacent the picnic grounds. 

The special beauty of fall was 
everywhere--bright red Poison Oak 
climbing high into the trees, or grow­
ing on shrubs along the trail; clear 
bright red Honeysuckle berries vying 
'ltrith the Poison Oak; golden tones of 
the Big-leaf Maples. 

The brilliant beau~y of autumn 
coloring did not distract the gro~p 
from appreciating some of the more 
unusual plants found. in Memorial Park. 
Among them is the Fire Willow which 
Jed 11 discoveredn in Iv!emorial Park a 
few years ago. This willow gets its 
name from the fact that· it tends t ~ 
grow in burned-over areas. Another 
uncommon plant is the Price Oak which 
is an intermediate tree between the 
Coast live Oak and the Interior Live 
Oak. 

The nature trail took the group 
through lovely woodsy areas. Due in 
part to the early rains the ferns were 
abundant and bea:ut iful. .Among the 
ferns identified were: Wood Fern, 
Brake Fern, Licorice F@rn, Gold-back 
Fern, and Sword Fern. (Members of the 
group who later explored al.ong; the 
creek also found Five-fingered Fern). 

Perhaps the recent rains also 
helped to make more conspicuous the 
"wee gnomes" of the plant· vwrld', for 
on all sides was an abundance of in­
teresting mosses, fungi, and lichens. 
One strange little spheroid fungus was 
of a bronzy metallic hue, and wa.s 
promptly christened "Sputnik," of 
course! (continued on-next pa€~e) 

J 
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October-Nov. 1957 THE SEQUOIA 
As the group climbed higher along 

the nature trail, ft •was·:a£f'6rded the 
topsy-turvy experience of going 1!Q to 
the Upper Son or an. (Chaparral:) · Z o!ie ~fr oni'. 
the Transit ron (Fore:st·) · Zone. : ~·Nhrmally; 
the Upper Sonoran Zone lif3·s~;.ne:low the 
Transition Zone, but often in· our 
Californ:ia mountains,· :the·· more·· open· ana.: , 
sunny t:erra:in neaT hiil.tops ·produces: .;. 
this upside-down condi·tion. r·ni.:the: .. 1/ 

Transition Zone the trail wound beneath 
to~eving Douglas Firs. thr~ough~ a·.:rtch ~ 
11 woodsy" underc·over.- :As· the gr.oup ··· ~ :-:~ .. 
climbed higher and ·(mierged· (into· 'the·dn·ore. 
open areas, the vegetation changed to 
the chaparral plants of_. the Upper>!i· .. ·. ; 
Sonoran Zone·;· 1 Here .the most .cnnspi'Cu...:··· .. 
ous plant was the Coyot'e Brush which:;zc 
is now in flower--the :male·· .plants pro­
ducing yellow blooms and the female 
plants. white·; blooms.~ . . .~ · j -< . , 

' ·.·Tk:~· bird~ !wer~~: .. diff_iC~·l.t to se~,t-­
but the persistent watchers of the 
group recorded the following species: 
Meadowlark, Linnet, Red-shafted Flicker, 
Vulture, Oregon Junco, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, Stellar Jny, Acorn Wood­
pecker, Brown Creeper, Hutton Vireo, 
and Winter Wren. To those who gathered 
for lunch around the picnic tables 
ca,me tho opportunity of really close 
acquaintanceship with Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees. Flocks of these little 
fellovrs gathered in the trees a·bove tho 
picnicers, and some of the more daring 
even flew down onto the tables in order 
to get their share of picnic crumbs. 

All in all, it was a most rewarding 
trip lGd by an excellent leader through 
a beautiful and interesting part of our 
country .. 

Ruth Breckenridge. 

Your purchases (books, gifts, 
binoculars, teachin~ aids, educational 
games, records, bird feeders) from the 
Berkeley Office - 2426 Bancroft Way, 
Berkeley 4 --assist in supporting the 
vride conservation education program of 
the National Society. 

CONSERVATION -- To use wisely with­
out using up. 

SUNDAY MORNING .. OBSERVATION 
., ~---

On the very rainy morning of 
Sunday, October 13, there g~there<t: -a~ ··.· 
the bird feeder.~the .folrowing.· .. b~r~s.:, · · 
three Oregon Juncos, onef·lihite Cr:own 
Sparrow, one Song Sparrow, eight 
Gold Crown Spar.rows·;' four Bro1rn1 -~.o~hees:;·~·., 
numerous English Sparrows. and Linne~s. ~ .-,: 
and one Robiii. In the b~d::· of jc9.smos, 
which I plant late each year just for 
them, a band •Qf. Greepback F:inches·t'were . : ~: 
busy picking off~- the · set:lds ... Overhead- , • 
I saw a b.9.11d of Sea GUlls ·wingii;lg thei~ 
way from the Bay to Crystal Springs 
Lake, and a M()cking 1)?ird (who .is .. a-new-,: 
comer in this neighbor~ood) .was si~ging · · 
cheerfully in a downpour:9f·r.ain. 

• •1 --.Gene He;3ppron j; :" ··. 
I • : _\ '""; ' • • t 

-------·...:.·~·· ~~--· -t .. ~ l -~_;;: \ : 

ROB IN BROTHERS 

The Robin brothers 
Enjoy their lunches 
0f Toyon berries 
In big red bunches, 

Or barberry, hawthorne, 
Or cotoneaster. 
If there's too much to eat 
Then they have to eat faster. 

Not a noment to rest 
Not a bit8-tine to tarry 
When the waxwings arrive 
They'll clean up every berry. 

Dorothy Lilly. 

1~ILDERNESS BIL~-

The National Wilderness Bill is 
considered the most i~portant in 
scenic-resource conservation since the 
National Park Act of 1916. It will 
establish: (1) a National i'lilderness 
Preservation System--giving Congros­
sional·recognition and added protection 
to tho best of our vanishing wilderness, 
and (2) an Outdoor Recreation Resource 
Review Comoission to watch future needs 
for pe.rks and wildlife preservation. 

The National Audubon Society 
urges you to help pass the bill. Write 
your congressmen and urge the passa{:'O 
of the Wilderness Bill. 
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