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EUlletin of the Sequoia Audubon Society, Inc. 

San Mateo County, Cali.fornia 

December, 1955 

CALENDAR 

Audubon Screen Tour, .San lTateo High School Auditorium, · 
8:00 P.J:L, Tom and Arlene Hadley will p-resent "Into the 
North Woods", an action color film of great beauty and 
deep significance. Invite your friends. 

Dinner· in honor of the Hadleys will precede the Screen 
Tour. Please telephone LY 3-6040 for reservations. 

December 15: Evening Meeting, 8:00 p.)ii., San Mateo County Junior Mu­
seum on Coyote Point~ Mr. Charles Rice, Director of the 
museum, has invited us to visit the museum and view the 
new collection of shore birds and song birds which the 
museum has just acquired. This "brushing-up•• session 
should prove very helpful on t~e Christmas count • 

January 2 Crystal Springs Chriptm~s Count. Meet at Crystal Spiings 
Dam on Skyline Drive at 8.:00A .M.If possible, bring lunch 
and plan to spend the day counting. However, even a few 
hours will helpQ We also need observers to count the 
birds in yards and at feeding trays. If you can help,, 
telephone Em 6~?661. 

January l? : Evening Meeting, 8:00P.M., San Mateo Public Library. 
Program to be announced. 

January 26 .Audubon Screen Tour, San Mateo High School Auditorium, 
8:00 P .}!T ~~, nAmerican Birds and Big Game u. Cleveland 
p. Grant presents the best sequences of twenty years of 
photographint;S wildlife. Telephone Ly 3-6040 if you 
would like reservations for the dinner in honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. Grant. 

TlliS ye;:;.,r tile ·3equoia /·;.udubon 3ociety is attemptine:; its 
first CnristH;ae count: The CrystaJ. Springs Christmas Census, 
coveri;1g a fifteen mile dic:;.meter circ.l.e includint; :;illar Point 
on t11e west, tne approach to Sun ~-r.:lteo Bridti:e on the eaot, and 
extending from the center of -~an ,\ndreas Lake on the north to 
the northern ~dge of .. /oods ide on the so.uth. This census w""s first 
organized by J'ames P. Rigby in 1948 and the Santa Clara Valley 
\udubon Society reported some 115 epecies for the area that year~ 
Thoueh v1e are besinnere v:e should be able to make a .creditable 
showin6 in such a rich field. 

Ha.'\te you read 1'Laat of the CurlevJs" by Fred Lods-rorth (Dodd. ~·ead) 

Remernoer that the ~rational ).udubon Society office in Berkeley 
nas many interestine gift suc.e:estions includine;: many for J'·l.OO 
The addreas is 2426 Eancroft '·;~y. :~~-~RY CP.!tiST. ··::~st 
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GRECO ISLAND 

Members of the Sequoia Audubon Soci~ty and friends met at the 
Belmont Sea Scout Base early on the morning of October 22. Our 
guests of honor for the day were Mrs. Ruth Lucas, a reporter, .and 
Mr. Merlin-Jones, a photographer, who were gathering material for a 
feature article in PENI~JSULA LIVIl\fG. (The article appeared in the 
issue of November 12.} 

The :Mariners furnished transportation for the group from :Belmont 
to Greco Island. The trip down the bay wa,s delightful, the water 
very calm. Many hunters were about and we saw great numbers of ducks 
in flight. The trip along the channel to the bay provided excellent 
birding: American and snowy egrets, long billed curlews, avocets, 
sandpipers, willets, godwits. 

Greco Island has a catwalk the full length of the island making 
it easy to cross the marshy area, but in ~ingle file only. High 
lights of the day were the great b+ue herons, sometimes easily rec­
ognizable, and at other times so still fpr such a long time that we 
thought they were postsi ~!le also.saw thirty white pelic;:ans in flight; 
beautiful, graceful • for many this was the best part Df the day. 

The Mariners returhed to pick us up for the trip home. It was 
a glorious day. The wind had freshened and everyone enjoyed the boat 
trip back to Belmont. We did hot see as many birds on shore as on t 
the- outward trip, but had them wheeling and cirdling about us and 
over the cha~nel. More than twerity species were seen during the day. 

T11e Mar~ners and their skipper are to.be congratulated on the 
capable way they hartdled the_ctuise, and .heartily thanked for the 
spedial lift.ihey gave us ~11. Mr. M~rlin~Jo~e~ was ob~iously ha•irlg 
a very good titne ahd Mrs• tucas in her stbry for PENINSULA LIVING 
reports that she did too. 

·L, Alice Steele 

LOS ~N8S- November 12 

Seventeen of us arrived at tte Los Banos Game and Wildlife 
Refuge and were escorted into the unhunted area of the refuge by the 
warden, Mr. Wattenbargefl"·· Where to begin on what we saw on the 
Button 17illow lakes! Rafts of ducks, thousands of them. One moment 
the lagoons were black with them and th•n our passage exploded them 
into a maze of beating wings filling the air with pattern. Harkl the ~ 
soft rolling k-r-r-r-oo of the sandhi 11 crane. ]_[any• of us had never 
seen one and this was the big treat. By twos, by dozens, by fiftys, 
up to 200 at a time, we saw them during that day, making their vs, 
long necks stretched out, large wings flapping slow in a deep curved 
beat. Two white pelicans floating on a quiet inlet, dignified, 
ancient looking. Pipits curtseying on mud flats - gallinules squawk­
ing away into the reeds - a white tailed kite hovering over the marsh­
es - yellow legs, avocets, dowitchers, and always herons, large, small, 
blue, white, black crowned •• 

EUt the climax came last - all exclamation points - a dream se­
quence- unforgettable. Mr. Wattenbarger had told us the snow geese 
had not yet arrived in any number, but now we heard high wild cries r,:1d 
and against the sky , beheld V after V, rank after rank comin§ down 
the wind to the rice paddiss at our feet, the snow geese, a host of 
white wings, black tipped. Circling and whistling they settled like 
snow indeed on the unharvested rice paddies the refuge provides for 
them, while we watched and practically worshipped their beauty and 
their courage. 

In all, that day, more than fifty different species of birds 
were observed but numbers alone do not define the day. What we felt 
was a rededication of ourselves to preserve this heritage of wonder 
and beauty. -

Aveline Butler 
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The 1iThunderbird 11 cruises again- to Greco Island which 
is now a nature sanctuary sponsored jointly by the Sequoia 
Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, and the Nat-ional Audubon 
Society. 't!e sail at 8:00A.M. from Belmont Sea Scout 
Base {Ralston Avenue overpass and Payshore} returning on· 
the incoming tide in early afternoon, so bring lunch as· 
well as wraps sui table for a day on the bay. As always,. 
time and tide wait for no man, so be present by 8:00A.M •. 
if you do not wish to be greeted by an empty pier.- We 
must leave while the Belmont slough is full at high tide 
since even the "Thunderbird '1 can • t sail on mud. 

Regular evening mee tint;;, 8:00 P.~~., San :Mateo Library. 
Assembly Room. Jed McClellan will show his collection 
of books, pamphlets, and pictures (not projected) .on the 
native birds and other animals and the native plants 
(grasses, wild flowers, shrubs,and tree~). rif California,· 
Qnd on related subjects. For nature lovers who are now 
building their libraries this should be an interesting 
session. 

The first Audubon Screen Tour: Walter H. Shackleton will 
present "Rhapsody in Bluegrass" at 8:00 P.M. in the San 
]!Iateo High School Auditorium, just a· block south of 
Peninsular Avenue on Delaware. 

NOW is the time for us all to start talking about the 
Screen Tours. Season tickets are five dollars for adults 
and two dollars for students. Every person interested 
in the out-of-doors and good photography is a prospect. 
Not only are these color films most interesting, educa­
tional, and amusing, but also the narrators are fine nat­
uralists and photographers, enthusiastic hobbyists,. 
specialists in nature lore. The San Mateo High School 
Auditorium has the most comfortable seats on the Penin­
sula (a real talking point!) and there is a parking lot 
right there. Read your Screen Tour folder carefully 
and then go out and show it to your friends. Last season 
we broke even financially. With your personal activity 
'and support we should have some money left over this year 
to provide scholarships to Audubon Camp. 

Plans are being made for a field trip to Los Banos Gam-~, 
Refuge on this date. This will be a moat exciting trip 
as we will see thousands of ducks and hundreds of sand­
hill cranes and snow geese and many other speci-es who 
seek the refuge during huntinb season. We would li~e to 
concentrate our caravan so if you want transportation or 
would like to drive your car telephone Oleta Dickinson, 
EM 6-7661, so all cars can be filled for the trip. 

ECHO PARK DAM 

For the present the threat to Dinosaur National Monument has been 
averted. We were pleased to read in Congressman J• Arthur Younger's 
REPORTS, •• ••• I want to state that I shall vote in opposition to the 
proposed development of the Upper Colorado, which includes the Echo 
Park Dam." 



:D'lESTA :OOOTH 

The Sequoiu Audubon Society purticipated in the San M~teo County 
Fi~)fzta, August 5·13, by puttinG up (;, booth containin{;. exhibits and 
literature. Donald H· Fry, Jr. of ~alo Alto supplied us with elides 
of fa~iliar birds of the :eninsulu area which were projected on a 
small screen. Different r£Aembers L:.-uve of their ti,!"e to be on hand at 
the booth during the day and evening hours to answer questions and ex• 
plain the purposes and aims of the Society. Children seemed to be the 
most interested and asked many questions. lt.:ore than one hundred 
people signed the register, evincing an interest in the Screen Tours 
and Field Trips. 

FIELD TRIP REPORT 

On September 17 we visited the Dumbartorl Bridge area to observe 
migrating shorebirds and waterfowl arriving from the North. Among the 
twenty-three kinds of birds listed for the day were long-billed cur­
lews, semi-palmated plovers, phalaropes, willets and godwitsj but 
best of all, we saw three groups, of twenty-five to fifty birds each, 
of white pelicans, some sitting. some swimming, and a pair soaring 
with a group of vultures. Some pelicans don't care with whom they are 
seen. 

OBSERVATIONS 

In the May-June SEQUOIA we reported a female Allen's hummer which 
was feeding a pair of fledglings from an earlier brood while keeping 
her second clutch warm. Dorothy Lilly kept a very accurate observation 
record of the activities of this female Allen's and was astonished to 
find a third nest of young hummers which had been incubated while the 
second fledglings were being fed. The second nest was constructed 
thirty feet west of the first nest, but the third neat was placed 
precisely on top of the first one resulting in a double, or two-story, 
nest. 

MORE ABOUI' HIDf·lfiNGBIRDS -While most female Allents hummers care­
fully camouflage the outside of their nests with bits of lichen. there 
is evidence that it is a custom for them to do so rather than solely 
an instinct. One Allen's nest with babies inside has been reported, 
by Elizabeth Evans in San Carlos, with no lichens at all on the out­
side. It was situated in the crotch of a smooth barked ornamental 
cherry tree. The gray grass fibers of the nest exactly matched the 
grain of the tree's bark and to have placed lichens on it would have 
made it conspicuous. That bird had to be an artist. 

SAVnER'S GROVE ROAD --A DIARY 

by Jed McClellan 

For many years Sawyer•s Grove R9ad along the Spring Valley Lakes 
has been one of ny favorite haunts. Tni~ ia a narrow woods road about 
six miles lons. This year I decided to keep a kind of diary of the 
plant life along the road; so from February 6, 1955 thro~h September 5, 
1955 I have driven the lensth of the road twenty times recor~ing the 
highlights of the seasonal changes in plant life. It has been very 
interesting to watch the succession of blooming and fruiting, from the 
willow catkins of February through the spring flowers, the summer 
flowers, and into the bull thistles and lessingias of the fall; each 
species in its season budding, coming into full bloom and at last 
developing its fruit. The yellow annual lupine had one of the short­
est blooming periods and the large yellow mimulus had one of the long­
est. Even the several species of thistle had different blooming pe­
riods. One of the moat interesting single displays was a large patch 
of red lesser duckweed in the edge of the middle lake which remained 
bright for several weeks. 

President: Mrs Donald G. Valentine, 800 Jefferson Court, San Mateo 
Eaitor: Mrs. B. Neil Dickinson, 554 Oak Park Way, Redwood City, Calif. 


