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7e ~re happy.to ann~unce thut our 3~ci£ty will be represented·.at 
the 3an ~·~teo County' F1~sta) t.ug'i.lS·t 6-1.'' •. our booth will be ~'l'o. 119 
located in the T'9.cific EuildinG'• '1nd ~t.n :.udubon, Photo,_.r.·J..phy Tour will 
be on dis1l-:.ty there .. If you ·C:: .. n devote a few hours to· help staff the 
booth, please telephone ·:. rs •. Valentine, DI 3-3498. 

AUDUBON S~R~~ TOURS 1954-55 

~n·rs. Emily Valentine, Screen Tour ·~hairman, announces the 
following Audubon Screen Tour programs for the coming season: 

Friday, October 29 William Waggoner, Jr. WANDERLAND 
Friday, November 19 Bert Harwell CANADA vmST 
Thursday, December 30 Charles Mohr OUTDOOR ALMANAC 
Friday, March 11 Fran Wm. Hall SOUTH TO SIESTA LAND 
Friday, April 1 Q. Pettingill, Jr. TIP 0' THE MITTEN 

WHAT AIDUT DINOSAUR? 

It is still not too late to write to your Congressman on the 
Dinosaur Nat{o~l Monument issue. The showdown will come on the floor 
of 'the House. -

Echo Park atrl Split Mountain dams are not necessary now, and will 
probably never be necessary. Alternate sites exist. The Yampa and 
Green River canyons, unimpaired, are necessary now and will undoubt­
edly become increasingly necessary for what they can do to thrill; · 
inspire, and renew mankind. 

PERSONAL NOTES 

The Hooded Orioles are nesting in the weeping willow tree at the 
Monroe's in Redwood City for the third year. The female appeared for 
the first time this year on February 4. B.Y April 9 the pair were nest 
building, but the first nest was destroyed by a high wind. A sedond 
nest was immediately constructed and two fledglings left the nest on 
June 15. The adult pair began construction of a new nest on July 2 
and we hope will succeed in raising another brood as they did last year. 

Mrs. James Butler is doing her usual strenuous round of Nature 
Counseling for Girl Scout Day Camps in this area. She and Mrs. Joseph 
Lorenz spent one day labeling plants on a nature trail at Woodhaven. 

Mrs. Donald Wild invited. a group of Girl Scouts who were studying 
for their Nature Merit Badges to visit her garden and study at close 
range the birds coming to her feeding trays. 

Darryl Morrison, one of our high school members, prepared a dis­
cussion on "How to Build Bird Houses" for the Cub Scouts of San Carlos 
Community Church. He presented the Den Mothers with construction plans 
and specific measurements for bird houses for a number of different 
birds nesting on the Peninsula. Darryl is spending the summer as 
Junior Nature Counselor at Camp Unalayee, the inter-racial camp of 
the Ame~ican Friends Society at Ben Lomond. 

Dorothy Lilly reports that on June 28 she had the unusual ex­
perience of watching a pair of Yellow Warblers feed a Cowbird fledgling 
in her garden in San Carlos. The fledgling perched on a limb ''blurblingtt 
almost continuously while the Yellow Warblers rushed about at break-
neck speed trying to collect enough aphis to satisfy the young monster 
three times the size of its foster parents. 

We welcome as new members: Miss Carol Boyd, l~:fr. John Galten, 
l~rs. Harold G. Larsen, Mr. w. R. Keyes, Jr., ~JTrs. Richard R. Hanna, 
Mr. Donald G. Valentine, Mrs. Vl. p, Fuller, Jr., Mrs. Barbara D. Stirton, 
and new Junior members: Jim Larsen and Bart Kinne. 



REPORT OF ACTIVITIRS 
• • J .. 

Monthly Meeting, Redwood City Public Library, J.~arch 25 
Bob and Margaret Lebkicher showed colored wild flower slides they 

had taken in this area. Besides being beautiful pictures they were 
doubly interesting and entertaining as we had a chance to refresh our 
memories on the specimens seen on the Butane Canyon field trip. In 
order to emphasize the fact that a great deal of capital outlay is not 
involved in enjoying thi.s hobby, Bob also exhibited and explained the 
equipment they had used in taking the pictures. 

Before the program Jed HcClellan showed some of his marvelous 
collection of books and pictures on wild flowers and native shrubs 
and trees. · 

Audubon Spring Conference, April ~-4 
The Audubon Spring Conference at the nffCA Camp in La Honda was 

well attended by representatives from all of the Audubon Socities in 
Northern California. ~~en who are associated with national and state 
efforts to conserve and extend the natural resources and invaluable 
recreation areas of our country spoke of the efforts being made and 
the progress so far acheived. 

Dr. A· Starker Leopold of the University of California, said: 
''I think that outdoor recreation already has established a place of 
permanence in the American way of life. Irrespective of economic 
pressures on resources of all kinds, our civilization is going to find 
a way of preserving the facilities for hunting, fishing and outdoor 
vacationa •.•. If our energies as defenders of these facilities will 
hold out during the remaining period of social growing up, they will 
ultimately be accepted as a completely defensible part of our mature 
culture.n 

Mr. Carl Buchheister, Vice-president of the National Audubon 
Society, spoke of the work of the Audubon camps, which, in teaching 
people to know and understand and love their environment, are con· 
tributing to and enlarging the interest of many people in conservation. 
When men understand the interrelation of all nature and its great 
usefulness to mankind, even what beauty does to the seeing eye and the 
·receiving heart, they are less eager to destroy or to barter away the 
great heritage of our nation. 

Our society was invited to decorate the tab!es for lunch and .an 
attractive effect was acheived by using arrancements of branches on 
which were perched small felt handmade birds. (Orders for these birds 
may be placed with Karole Kinne, the proceeds accruing to the Sequoia 
Audubon Society.) 

On Sunday, April 4, a lar~e group enjoyed the field trip to 
San l.!rateo County :Hemorial Park and Pescadero Beach which was led by 
Sandy Sprunt of the San Francisco Audubon Office. This trip provided 
an excel1ent opportunity for becoming acquainted with Audubon members 
of other branches. 

Field Trip, April 25 
The Sunday afternoon trip to see the shore birds on the mud flats 

near Pan Ameri~an Airport was most enjoyable. The weather was un­
usually mild and never was birding more easy. We sat on a sand bank 
and the incoming tide brought the birds in practically under our feet. 
Red- backed sandpipers v.'ere in their spring plumage. One of the inter­
esting sights of the day was a mother and baby sea lion on a wharf 
out i n the Bay • 

Bird list for the day: marbled godwit, killdeer, housefinch, 
double-crested cormorant, red-tailed hawk, barn swallow, scaup, wes­
tern grebe, coot, dowitcher, Forster's tern, red-backed, western, and ~ 
least sandpipers, canvas-back, great blue heron~ song sparrow, kestrel. 

Field Trip, May 22 
The popular trip to see the rhododendrons in· .:Butane was·we~J.. '• ._.,. 

attended again this year, The day was perfect and the rhodod~ndporHf·"f 
very showy. Jed }~cClellan's knowledge of plants always makes the trip 
educational as well as enjoyable. This time we went beyond the air 
strip into some of the more wooded areas of the forest. In tne after­
noon members and guests gathered in informal groupe to picnic on the 
beach, explore Butane Ranch, or enjoy a return visit to ]remorial Fark. -
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CAL:SHDAR FOR FEBRU.Ali.Y 

February 13: Saturday morning bird vlalk in the vicinity of ffindsor Dr. and 
Devonshire Rd. J.n San Carlos. Aveline Butler has planned an easy walk to study 
the birds commonly seen on the PeninsUla. This· vralk \vill be of particular . 
interest to beginning bird watchers. . Meet at 8:30 A.Ivi. at the Southern Pacific 
station at San Carlos Avenue and E1 Camino. 

February 20: Audubon Screen Tour, Burlingame High School Auditorium, 8:oo P.M. 
In nOnce Upon an Islandrr Robert Hermes brings us dramas of life upon miniature 
worlds set upon the ,·raters. Stars of the shw include: eider ducl<:s, puffins, 
murres, cormorants and various terns, seals and whales. 

February 23: Annual r:ieeting 8:00 P.l.i. in Junior Hall, San Carlos Community 
Church, Arroyo and Tlalnut Sts. in San Carlos. The Loma Prieta Chapter of the 
Sierra Club will present a color motion picture of the Dinosaur National 
l(onument,, tr~filderness River Trail." This picture depicts the grandeur of the 
Yampa and Green Rivers 1Vhere these streams cut through Dinosaur National 
Honument -- an area now threatened with inundation by a dam ·which could be more 
cheaply. constructed elsewhere to provide a comparable amount cf1 ·wa·ter storage 
capacity and hydroelectric pow·er. 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual Leeting of the Sequoia 

Audubon Society to be held on February 23, 1954, at 8:00 P.M., in 

the Junior Hall o£ the San Carlos Comnnlnity Church at A:rroyo and 

Walnuts Sts. in San Carlos. 

Iv.iany important decisions nn1st be made: 

1. Election of Directors and Officers. 
2. Shall we continue the Screen Tours? 
3. Shall we incorporate our Socj_ety? 
4. Do we vd.sh to participate with the National .A-udubon 

Society in sponsoring the Greco Island -~iildlife Sanctual"'y? 

Be present. if you possibly can to participate in directing the future 

of the Sequoia Aud~oon Society. 

A nominating committee has been appointed consisting of ih:os •. 

James Butler, Chairman, Mrs. David pears, and 1'irs. Donald Lilly. 

If it is impossible £or you to att~nd this meeting please fill 

out and mail the proxy form given belovr to B. Neil Dickinson., ~54 

Oak Park ·~fay, Redvrood City, California. 

~ -- ~ --- - - ~ ~ - - - - - - ~ - ~ -~ - ~ ~ - - ~ - ~ . - ~ ~ 

PROXY 

I, ___________ ~----- _____ , member of the Sequoia 

Audubon Society, appoint Mrs. James Butler to act as my agent in -

transacting such business as may properly come before the Annuai 

. -.I;eeting __ or .the .S~QJ~o~ .. <b:il4~9~.P~,q~~.~~~: ~?,.:~:~ ·:,~·eld,,F~p_ruarY 23, 1954, 
. . . . . . ., . " :· ,.. :• ~ . 

at 8:00 P.M •. in the Junior Hall of the San Carlo's Community Church, 

and to vote as my p:ro;cy- in the election of Directors and other 

Officers provided for in the by-lavrs •-

( Signed) __ _..;~----~-------

Date ____ ~--------------~--------
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SEQUOIA ,AtiDUBON SOCIETY 

CALlrNDAR FOR F'EBRUARY 

February 3: Annual Meeting in the San l-Ea teo County Junior }t.useum · 
at Coyote l'oint a-t 8:00 pm. This is a good time to see the 
nature exhibits, both live and otherwise. a.nd to hear from Mri> 
Williams. There will be election of officers• 

J. Ed l{cClellan will lead two field trips in February! 

February 12: Along the Sawyer's Q-rove Road. Meet ·at 8:30a.m. at .. 
Crystal Spring's "Dam on: Skyline (Skyline· near Crystal Gpring's Rd.·) 
for a morning trip to look for water fowl and varied thrushes 

before they start northward, and perhaps to see some early 
arrivals from the south• 

February 26: To San ].[a teo County Memorial Park. Jed believes that . 
the fire willows should be near their prime about this date. 
Meet at 8:30 am. at La Honda Road on Skyline. Trip will end at 
noon but lunch may be advisable if you feel that you, too, will 
succumb and linger on .with the group who always remain into the 
early afternoon. - .. 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual Meeting of the ~ 

Sequoia Audubon Society to be held on February Z>, 1955, at 

8:00 P.M., in the San Mateo County Junior )(useum on Coyote 

Point. Be present if you possibly can to participate in 

directing the future of the Sequoia Audubon Society. 

A ,nominating committe~ has been appointed consisting 

of Mis~ Ruth Breckenridge. Cha.irman. Mrs. Walter E. Bruns, 

and Mrs. Ida :a. Smith. Suggestions for nominations for 

members of. the Board of Directors and officers may be 

submitted to this committee by any member of the Society.· 

If it is impossible for you to attend this meeting, 

please fill out and mail the proxy form given below to the 

secretary, Mrs. B. N. Dickinson, 554 Oak Park Way, Redwood 

City, California. 

-·----------------·---~--·---------~----------------------· 
P R 0 X Y 

I' , member of the Sequoia 

Audubon Society, appoint }.!iss Ruth Breckenridge to act as my 

agent in transacting such business as may properly come before 

the Annual Meeting of. the Sequoia Audubon Society to be held 

on February 3, 1955, at S:OOP.}r. in the San Mateo County 

Junior Museum on Coyote Point, and to vote as my proxy in the 

election of Directors and other Officers provided for in the 

by-laws. 
(Signed) 

Date 
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SE~UOI~ A~~UBON S08IRTY 

R~PORT OF ~CTIVITI~S 

Your Board of Directors is happy to report that the Audubon Screen 
Tours have been well received this year. !~~"rs Emily Valentine- has done 
an outstanding job as Screen Tour Chairman. In August, 1954, with the 
help of a good many members, she conducted a booth at the San nateo 
County Fiesta which gave much publicity to the Sequoia Audubon Society 
and the Screen Toursi More than three hundred fifty people signed a 
request for Screen Tour information a~d/or membership blanks~ 
Financially, the Screen Tours will~ at 1east, break even this year, 
justifying our decision of a year ago to continue our efforts to bring 
this cultural contribution to the Peninsula. 

There have been two evening meetings, in addition to the Screen 
Tours, since the annual meeting last ·February. On March 25, in the 
Redwood City Library, Bob and ][ar~aret Lebkicher showed us the beauti­
ful wild flower slides they have made in this area, and on September 23 
:M:r. Hice of the San ]Eateo County Junior Museum met with us in the San 
Mateo Library to tell us about the activities of the Junior 'Museum. 

Of the many field trips of the year, the most popular was the one 
to Pulgas Temple and Crystal Spring's Lakes on November 13. About 
forty members and guests enjoyed the fine birding on this beautiful 
Saturday morning. 

One of the most interesting field trips was the one to ].[emorial 
Park on October 16 when we saw the fruits of many of the plants we had 
observed in flower early in the spring. 

The trip to the new .Arroyo Court Sanctuary in San Mateo on March 6 
also brought out a large group of members who were interested in seeing I 

this area which has been set aside as a wildlife and native plant san­
ctuary by the city pf San ]~teo. 

On na.rch 20, we saw the Skunk Cabbages in Butane Canyon on a rainy 
saturday and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the trip. It v.ras our pleasure 
to have ten Scouts of Troup 165 and their leaders as our guests on 
that day. 

Three very interesting trips were made to study shore birds: 
On April 25 to Pan American Airport, September 25 to Dumbarton Bridge. 
and October 31 to millbrae Avenue at Old hayshore Highway. 

CONTINUING ATTACKS ON THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

Attempts to secure congressional approval of the Echo Park Dam in 
Dinosaur National Monument will be renewed this session. 

The Merced Irrigation District is reported to have revived plans 
for a hydro-electric power project on the south fork of the Merced 
River which would flood a portion of Yosemite National Park. 

Still not rescinded is the Winter Park Authority Act set up by the 
California Legislature in 1945 permitting construction of a tramway up 
into the plateau where the primitive area .of the San Jacinto State Park 
is located. 

Pressure is constantly being exerted to exclude from the Olympic 
National Park, for lumbering purposes, the finest portion of its unique 
rain forest. 

A total of twenty-six dams have been proposed inside the boundaries 
of National Parks a.nd Monuments. 

Do your State and National representatives know how you stand on 
these matters? 

Save one day- more if possible 
Convention, April 2-5, at Asilomar. 

for the West Coast Audubon 

Screen Tour Dates: :March 11 and April 1. Bring your friends. 
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CAL'ENDA.R FOR.APBIL 

-Apri 1 _l: .. Scr.~en Tour, Bu·rl.1 ngame High School Auditorium. ··s: 00 P. .M, 
· This is a last minute note to remind you to invl te your 
:·:family and friends to attend the final Au.dubon Screen Tour 
.··of this season. *'Wildlife Down East•• w111· be brought to us 

·. py Carl w. Euchheiate~. ·.vice•Preaid-ent of the Nat'ional 
- ,Audubon Society. · .. , 

A dinner honoring Mr •. Buohheister will be g.iven preceding 
·the Screen Tour. You will fanjoy this opportunity to meet 
· ·pe.r~onally one of our fine Screen T-our lecturertf .. .and 
1\fa.t;i,C>nal Officers. For inf_orma.tion concerning reaerva.tions 
·telephone Mrs. Dickinso.n. D~ .. raon 6-7661. ·' 

-. _~:. ': • - . ·. . . .' ~~~.:,:;·~~: . . ' . . •: I . 

AJ;?ril 31D4 :-Audubon Spring Conference~ >,~an Franci sao Y .MoO .A. Camp, neazt,._ 
....,... ____ La Honda. · · ' .:.- ~i_ .. _t_~!; 

. . - .. • - - -- '( . " 
The Sequol~ Audubon Society is fortunate t~~t t·be Audubon 
Spring Oonfer.enoe i.s ·being held in i·ts backyard.·: Many of 
.us will b_e able t<? attend one or both dayso 

We are not soheduli.n,g an evening-meeting for April and wi'll 
~onsider the April 4 field trip of the Conference as one ot 
out field trips for April so that· our April calet}dar will 
·not· bee ·too full-. · 

.... 

The conference on conservat-ion on Saturday should, be very 
inspiring and the field trip on· Su·Qda.y with some·. of our 

. N'a.tl()nal ex.perts as lea..ders ·will be most enjoyable. and. 
info~mative. G 

c . ' 

The :enclosed folder gives det~iled inf-ormat'ion qn the Con-
. ference •. Mail your request for reservations promptly if 

·· you":;·wl .. sh luncheon ·:reservations for Saturday. 
, •. '. : . ,. . :·;'r,'•(, . , 

Apri,l 25: Surt·a:et.y a.f-t~rnoon-, field· trip ':t-~ see the migrating shore birds 
on the mud flats near the ai.rport. Meet a.t 1:30 p,:Mo at the 
'flagpole in fror1t of Pan Amerio.an Airways administration 
building. .SOb Lebkioher will. 'be our leader. [T.hie is the 

··fir-st day of Daylight Saving Time so remember to set your 
··clock ahead so you won•t· be late. · 

··Did you notioe that March·· '*Sunset.•; ha.d.. a. very i.nt·eresting · 
. ~:rticle. on .S)lore .Birds? · 

·Your friends are always weli::ome at ou.r meetings and on field 
tripe~ Persons working as oouneelors for Girl or !oy.Saouts 
should find our activities particularly helpful:for their 
nature projeotso 
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REPORT OF AC'TIVITIES 

Arroyo Court Sanctuary Visited 

On· Karch· 6 :Vrs. V. J e Knudsen led a g.ro up of a.bou t forty members 
and fri..ends on a.n inspecti-on. trip 9f the. newly created San.ot~a.ry in 
San lla.teo lying alon~· Ar·r·oyo Court. · · · · •) -· · · ~ 

After· a ~b.~ief 1:eoap~t\lla.tion·,· by Mr~-· Knudsen .• _ of_ ~he: ev.ents lead­
. ing to the establi:enment ·of the· sa11ctu~.ry, __ the group_ i nv.esiti-'gated the 
native trees and plants a~readygrowing along the creek and w~tched and 
listened tor birds which were abutldant·a.lthough mostly 01,1~of sight in 
"the growth. Perhaps the fa.ot that _'the day was overcast kept the birds 
under a.ove'r; thus foraing .. ·us .to depen-d- upon our eara 'for 1~entificat1 on1J 

~ . . ' 

.E.speq·i·al·ly · gr.a ti rytng _was the_ keen· 1 ntere ~ t . and· the·. ~o.ntri but ions 
made to the. da.y' s o bserva.t1ons 'by the 'many Ju~lor members ;p::r.esento 
Part Kinn.¢'··and Joe Dickinson looat_ed a pair of titmice feeding young in 
a. neat hole- in a dea.d tree. They .. also found a bu·sh•1;i t' ~ nest in a tree 
situate··a-···~tiear the ?reek ·be.d ~ ·-.Feeding ~cti vi ties were ·alsQ~· go.ing' on- at 
tllis ei'te ._· Fina.lly,,Joe and liart o.bs·erved a white-breasted nuthatch. 

Noted du;r::i.ng our .morn.i ng tour ·of ·_the, Sanctuary were Anna' a and 
Allen~·a· hummf!lgblrd·s, flicker, sorub•jay, chestnut-backed' chickadee, 
plain ti tmou:s~·'· bush ... ti t, slender-~1 lle'd nuthatch., wr-en- t~ ~,, robtn, 
varied ··thr~sh,,.~her~f:!i t t:hruaht ruby~crowned kinglet, .Aitd.ub.9.~ • s · warbler, 
house finCh, br.ow1t·,towhe·e, junco, wbite-c.row.ned, golden-cr'.owned., fox, 
and s orig a par row-s •"·: . _ 

San M:ateo, is to b~ oongra.tulated, upon possessing such a 'i3plendid 
nucleus around which to bu.ild a w.ildltfe and native plant ,::sane tuary 
and upon having a suleri·ntendent ·Of their park system suoh a.e :M.re Pitcher 
who reciognize.s th.e value of maintaining a primitive a.rea.,r~ght in the 
heart of San Mateo._ 

",. ,· 

Field Trip to . .Butano Canyon 

In spite of the- un:prcmiaing.wea.ther a oa.rava.n of elght cars (35 
people) made the trek· to Butane Canyon .on M~rch_' 20 •. · ~ong:. Qur·. gu.esta 
were ].lrs. John Zi.egler of the Gi:rl Scout~ and Scoutmaster.s· Bill Abrill 
and. Wee ley Hoxie of .Bou ·Scout Troup 155 .of the· San Carlos. ¢o·mmu.ni ty. 
Church and ten of -their S~ outs Who a..re .. studying .for na turEf.)ne ri t bfj.dges. 
The boys al:'e ·f.t-p,_ be comm.ended tor. their ._excellent behavior ... ite well as 
their interest and. enthusiasm. We shal'i be happy to have them join us 
again D - - .... 

The Skunk Oa'bbage were in full display although not full grown~ 
As Jed McC:lellan e.xplained, when· the, leaves have atttained :t}!~ir full 
size of:.one-ha.lf-·to one and one.-halr·reet in wi-dth and.three··to 'four·reet 
in he-ight· the bioesoms are hidden. · The flqwering spadix 1~ :Qrie to three 

\ inchea·.tong enclosed in a bright. yellow spathe' similar to a ·calla tilye 

Jed had g~ ven us each a list of· .f'ifth .Plante to look :ror in the 
canyon and we were able to find a.lmos t ·all of them as well' as. add a 
few others e. In a pi te of the water dripping down the ba.ck of our necks 
we wel'"e·: all enthueia.atic ·about what we ha'd. see·n and learned~· 

~ \ .. · ' . ( 



SEQ,UOIA AUDUBON SOCIE~Y 

CALENDAR FOR MARCH 

March 6: Saturday morning bird wall{ to Arroyo Court Sanctuary. This 
is the new bird sanctuary which has been established through 
the cooperation of the Garden Study Club of the ?eninsula, 
the Sequoia Audubon Society and the San Mateo City Council. 

Ue e t at Third Ave • and Arroyo C our t i n 8 an J\t ate o at 9 : 00 A • :M. 
Third Ave. is the main street where the Benjamin Vranklin 
Hotel is located. Turn west off El Camino onto Third and 
drive about one block to the junction of Arroyo Court. 
There we will park our cars and explore the sanctuary on foot 
with Mrs. V. H. Knudsen as our leader. 

March 20: Annual trip to see the Skunk Cabbages. Jed McClellan's 
Butane Creek walk to see the skunk cabbages in bloom and 
other interesting plant life of this wilderness area ia a 
must for anyone who has gone on it before. Come along and 
see if you don't feel the same way about this chance to see 
the first blossoms of spring in the company of a man who 
knows and appreciates them. 

It seems advisable to concentrate our caravan. If possible, 
arrange to fill your car yourself or call the nickinsons -
EM 6-7661 and indicate that you wish transportation or that 
your car is available, so that arrangements can be.made. 
The caravan of filled cars will rendezvous at 8:30 A.l~. at 
the juncture of Skyline and the road to Half ]r.oon Bay and 
follow Jed's car from there on. ]~ight tuck a sandwich into 
yaur pocket in case we linger past noon. 

March 25: Monthly Meeting. Redwood City Public Library, 8:00 P.M. 

April 1: 

Bob and. Margaret Lebkicher will show their wild flower slides 
as a very appropriate aftermath of the Butane Forest walk. 
If you have slides of wildflowers in this area bring them 
along to share with us, 

At our monthly meetings we plan to provide special exhibits 
of material about various nature interests. Members who 
have favorite books and pictures on western trees, flowers 
and plants in general, please bring them for the display 
table on the 25th and be ready to tell us about them. 

Screen Tour. Burlingame High School Auditorium, 8:00 P.M. 
''

1Vildlife Down East" is the final Audubon Screen Tour of the 
1953-54 series. Carl w. Buchheister, Vice-rresident of the 
National Audubon Society brings us the color and zest of 
"Down East" in New England; its birds, mammals, flowers; the 
sea-life and stream-life. 

Our Screen Tours have not been a financial success this year 
but the interest is growing. Let's all rally round to spread 
the word of thisfine educational entertainment. Do you know 
that many of the Audubon Screen Tour photographers have made 
pictures which appeared in Walt Disney's nature shorts? 
Tell your friends about the wonderful pictures they are 
missing, or, better yet, bring a friend on April 1. 

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 

Monthly lJfee ti ng, January 26, Junior Hall, San Carlos Community Church 
Because there is a demand from Boy and Girl Scout leaders, schools, 

clubs and hobby programs for people who can share with others their 
nature hobbies, Aveline Butler arranged a program to emphasize two 
points: 

1. You don't have to be an expert before you can share your 
interest in nature. If you know 5 birds; share 5 birds. 

2. There is a wealth of material available to help you increase 
your knowledge and to help you interest others. 

On large tables and screens she displayed bird books, phamplets, 
mimeographed material, colorful Western Bird Cards and Western Wild 
Flower Cards and other interesting resource material which is available 



at National Audubon Office, 693 Sutter St. in San ~rancisco. To top 
off the evening she showed and talked about colored slides of familiar 
birds. These slidest made from the Roger Tory Peterson paintings for 
the Western Bird Card series, can be rented or purchased from the San 
Francisco Audubon office for use in programs to increase awareness of 
our local bird life. 

Beginners Birdwalk, February 13, Win~sor Road, San Carlos 

It wac wonderful weather for ducksl The nine brave souls who 
turned out for the first local Saturday morni~g bird walk might have 
been more comfortable if they had had the oiled plumage of ducks. It 
did not seem to quench their enthusiasm though, a sure sign they were 
dyed in the wool bird watchers. Because of the almost steady downpour, 
we took refuge in the Nick Weber's garage at the foot of their wooded 
hillside on Windsor Drive. There, protected from the drip, we waited 
for Jed McClellan's bird caller to squeak the birds to us. It really 
happened just like that - the birds, unaware of our lurking there, came 
filtering down through the bare branches - chickadees, titmice, a ruby 
crowned kinglet. A scrub jay gleamed from the wet pavement and was 
joined by brown towhees. A spotted towhee stopped by to check on them 
and, wonder of wonders, varied thrushes hopped into the roadway or sat 
on low bare boughs in full view of our glasses and gave us the top 
thrill of the morning. 

After an hour or so, since there was no let up in the rain, the 
group accepted the invitation to go to the Butlers' home for coffee and 
drier bird watching from their windoVIJS looking out on feeding stations. 

List for the day - 17 out of the 30 reasonably hoped for: 
chickadee, titmouse, ruby crowned kinglet, scrub jay, brown towhee, 
spotted towhee, varied thrush. thrasher(singing), golden crowned, white 
crowned and song sparrows, cedar waxwings, robin, green backed goldfinch, 
meadow lark, black phoebe, Anna hunt..tingbird. 

Annual Meeting, February 23, Junior Hall, San Carlos Com111Unity Church. 

The Annual Meeting was well attended by an enthusiastic membership 
whose evident interest in the affairs of the Society augurs well for 
our future. Officers and Directors elected for the coming year are: 

B. Neil Dickinson, ~resident · 
Mrs. Emily Valentine, Vice-President 
Bob Lebkicher, Treasurer 
Mrs. Oleta Dickinson, Secretary 
Directors: J. Ed McClellan 

][rs. Alice Lorenz 
Mrs. Karole Linne 

Despite the rather poor results obtained financially with the 
~urrent Screen Tours it was decided to continue the series for another 
year. The feeling was general that we should not sacrifice the follow­
ing which we have built up for the Tours. Bob Lebkicher offe~ed to 
underwrite the whole of the working capital necessary to inaugurate the 
1954-55 Tours - clear evidence of the importa.nce which he and 1\ff.ar&;aret 
attach to this activity of the Society. It is up to the rest of us 
members to make good this faith in the Screen Tours. 

Mrs. Emily Valentine will be the Screen Tour Chairman for the 
coming year. Other committee chairmen appointed were: Mrs. James 
Butler. Program, and Mrs. v. H. Gallichotte, Membership 

Through the kindness of the Lama Prieta Chapter of the Sierra 
Club we were shown a color motion picture of a boat trip through the 
canyon of the Yampa in Dinosaur National :;:~onument - '•Wilderness River 
Trail". Mr. R. H. Covey of the Sierra Club presented the picture and 
answered questions from the audience. The wonderful scenery and 
Mr. Covey's capable presentation of the issues involved make us more 
than ever eager to preserve this outstanding part of our National Park 
System. Have you written your Congressman'? (See our Feb. bulletin) 

We welcome as new members: ]Jirs. Ida B. Smith, Mr. M. :Mays Heiny, 
Mrs. Charles s. Martin, Mrs. Arlington Castagnino, Mrs. Granville 
Browning, Max R. Schreiber, 'Miss Ruth Breckenridge, Mr. Earl s. Coleman. 
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at National Audubon Office, 693 Sutter St. in San 1francisco. To top 
off the evening she aho~ed ~nd talked about colored slides of familiar 
birdsi These ~lid~Si ~ade f~om the Roger Tory Peterson paintings for 
the Western Bird Card series, c~n be rented or purchased from the San 
Francisco Audubon office for use in programs to increase awareness of 
our local bird life. 

Beginners Birdwalk, February 13, Windsor Road, San Carlos 

It wa~ wonderful weather for ducksl The nine brave souls who 
turned out for the first local Saturday morni$g bird walk might have 
been more comfortable if they had had the oiled plumage of ducks. It 
did not seem to quench their enthusiasm though, a s.ure sign they were 
dyed in the wool bird watchers. Because of the almost steady downpour, 
we took refuge in the Nick V/eber's garage at the foot of their wooded 
hillside on Windsor Drive. There, protected from the drip, we-waited 
for Jed McClellan's bird caller to squeak the birds to us. It really 
happened just like that - the birds, unaware of our lurking there, came 
filtering down through-th~-bare btanches - chickadees, titmice, a ruby 
crowned kinglet. A scrub jay gleamed from the wet pavement and was 
joined by brown towhees. A spotted towhee stopped by to check on them 
and, wonder of wonders, varied thrushes hopped into the roadway or sat 
on low bare boughs in full view of our glasses and gave us the top 
thrill of the ,morning. 

. . 

After an hour or so, since there was no let up in the rain, the 
group accepted the invitation to go to the Butlers' home for coffee and 
drier bird wa·~ching from their windows looking out on feeding stations. 

List for the day- 17 out of the 3~ reasonably.hoped for: 
chickadee, t1tmouse, ruby crowned kinglet, scrub jay, brown towhee, 
spotted towhee, varied thrush, thrasher(singing), golden crowned, white 
crowned and song sparrows, cedar waxwings, robin, green backed goldfinch, 
meadow lark, black phoebe, Anna hutn(;tin~bird. 

Annual Meeting, February 23, Junior Hall, San Carlos Community Church. 

The Annual Meeting was well attended by an enthusiastic membership 
whose evident interest .in the affairs of the Society augurs well for 
our future.·\. Off'ice:rs a}ld. Directo~.~ elected for the coming year are: 

B. Ne i 1 Di c k i n son , ~ res ide n t ,,, · 
Mrs. Emily Valentine, Vice-President 
Bob Lebkicher, Treasurer 
Mrs. Oleta Dickinson, Secretary 
Directors: J. Ed McClellan 

l:Irs. Alice Lorenz 
Mrs. Karole Linne 

Despite the rather poor results obtained financially with the 
aurrent Screen Tours it was decided to continue the series for another 
year. The feeling was general that w~ should not sacrifice the follow­
ing which we have built up for the Tours. Bob Lebkicher offered to 
underwrite the whole of the working capital necessary to inaugurate the 
1954-55 Tours - clear evidence of the importance which he and Mar~aret 
attach to this activity of the Society. It is up to the rest of us 
members to make good this faith in the Screen Tours. 

Mrs. Emily Valentine will be the Screen Tour Chairman for the 
coming year. Other cor:1mi ttee chairmen appointed were: Mrs. James 
Butler, Prog~am, and Mrs. v. H. Gallichotte, Membership_, 

Through the kindness·.of· the Lorna Prieta Chapter of the Sierra 
Club we were shown. a co.J:.-or -motion picture of a boat trip through the 
canyon of th~ Yampa in Dinosaur National J':Tonument - "Wilderness River 
Trail". Mr. E. H. Covey of the Sierra Club presented the picture and 
answered ,questions from the audience. The wonderful scenery and 
]Tr .• Covey's capable' presentation of the issues involved make us more 
than ever eager to preserve this outstandingpart of our National Park 
System. Have you written your Congressman? (See our Feb. bulletin) 

We welcome as new members: Nrs. I~a B. Smith, Mr. M. Mays Heiny, 
]1Irs. Charles s. }:Tartin, }ifrs. Arlington Castagnino,.]~rs.· Granville 
Br·owning, Hax R. Schreiber, ]ffiss Ruth Brecken-ridge, Mr. Earl s. Coleman. 



Field Trip to lfJ.Oss Landing 

SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIErY 

Report of Activities 

April 12 

hoss Landing al1-.rays provides superlative birdinc; and under the eJ>.1Jert 
guidance of Charles and Viola Anderson of the lionterey Peninsula Audubon Society 
another degree of compar).son should be :i.nvented to describe the experience. ·The 
trip included the salt };>onds and beach at Moss Landing, a site on the Pajaro 
River, and the Sea Cliff Drive at Santa Cruz. Perhaps the high lights of this 
day vrere the sight of a golden ea~le floatine; dovn1 the Pajaro Valley and a 
colony of. bank svrallovrs diving into their ·nest holes in a sand bank bordering 
the Pajaro Valley. . 

List of birds for the day: brant; common loon; horned, eared, and western 
Grebes; double crested and Baird's. cormorants; grea·t blue heron; American and 
snovry ecrets; pigeon guillemot, Black-crovmed night herori; pintail~ cinnamon 
teal; shoveller; scaup; v11hite-winged and surf scoters; brmvn pelican~ turkey 
vulture; red-tailed, sparrow, and marsh ha~rlcs; golden eagle; California quail; 
coot; snovr,y, semipalmated, and black-bellied plovers; killdeer; sanderling; long­
billed and Hudsonian curle·w·s; willet,; greater yellow-legs,; least, red-baclted, and 
uestJern sandpipers; dov-vitcher; marbled godrtit; avocet; gla.ucous-ninged, western, 
herring, California, ring-billed, short-billed, and Bonaparte's gUlls; Forster's 

tern; mourning dove; Am1a 1s hwmningbird; rufous hurMungbird; California or Acorn 
woodpecker; black phoebe; violet ... green, bank, rough-winged, and cliff srrallO'vrs; 
scrub jay; cro·w·; shril(e; orange crowned and pileolated warblers; English sparro1-r; 
meadowlark; red-wing and Brewer 1s blackbirds; purple and house finches; goldfinch; 
brorm torrhee; savannah, v.rhite-crovmed, and song sparrows. · 

J, Ed McClellan Conducts an Unusual Tour of the Butane Area 1Viay 24 

Jed lvicClellan, past president .of· iili:e J5equoia Audubon Society, led a trip 
into the highlands overlooking the prin:ttive area of redvvoods on Butano Creek 
which is slated (rre hope) to be a .:f'uture California State Park. The Ymstern 
rhododendrons, rare this far south, were in full blooms -rrere the highlight of 
this field trip, 

Birds were of secondary interest on this day. A few of those p:resent made 
a return trip into the. lovrer canyon of Buto.no Creek to see. the Skunk Cabbage 
still blooming. · . 

Jed is probaliy'the best amateur botanist in the Bay Area and any tour which 
he arranges is well vrorth wh.i_le for those who vmuld like to know the common or 
scientific names of our California natives as i7ell as a number of interesting 
facts about their use and. position in the plant kingdom. 

Sequoia Audubon Society has EJ~hibit at ·doodside Flower Show :Wlay 31 

Mr, and lvjJ:os, Lion:el B, King of Woodside arranged for e::hibition space for 
your Society at the Village Flower Shovr in "v\l'oodside and also planned and helped 
arrange our e:rJ1ibit which portrayed a bird sanctuary, Very few props vV'ere 
required to supplement the natural background of the creek adjacent to which our 
space vtas housed, Y1any vlsitors had a lively interest in the array of feeders, 
bird-baths, bird fh elters,. and books shown. Others GOod-naturedly conceded with 
Pogo that we vtere the 11finest collection of bird brains" in San Mateo County. 

Hooded Oriole Creates Precedent in Redwood City Area 

Not so many years ago the absolute northern range for the hooded oriole was 
dra-rm at Santa Barbara. Ha.;:rever, in recent times it has nested recularly u f~ 
north, at least, as the campus of San Jose State College. 

NoYr, Mrs. ·.iin. Monroe of our Society has recorded a nestinG pair ln her yard 
in Red"''fOod City. 

H1ss Emily Smith of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, whe k.indl.y drove 
up from Los Gatos te verify our identification,, stated that the nasting site--
in a v;eeping willOW' tree -- had not, to her knovrledge, been reCGrded before for 

the species. Palm trees provide the preferred locations for the nests of these 
birds • In this case, fibers from nearbjr palms had been employed to construct 
the nest. The male of the pair vias not yet in adult plumage ·which made 
corroboration of our identification by· an expert desirable., 

11Jrs. lionroe fil"'st noted signs of nesting activities by the orioles about 
April 19, 1953, and definitely located the nest in the mass of foliage f>n lila.y 27. 

Further, sheis certain that the same species nested in her yard in 1952. 
Recently, Mrs. lvlOnroe just back from an Eastern trip called to report that 

the birds returned for a second nesting later in the yero"•~ 

Report on ARROYO COURT Bii~D SANCTUARY, San Mateo, California 

On October 1, 1953, Mrs. V. H. Knudsen, President of the Garden Study Club 
o£ the Peninsula, called a. meeting at her home, 1008 Harvard Road, San l~iateo, to 
discuss the possibility of developing a bird sanctuavy of an undeveloped bit of 
city property on Arroyo Court, 



Present vrere Lir. Stanley Pitcher, Superintendent, San l.Iateo City Parl:s,; 
Llrs., Knudsen; lvirs. ·.rm. Medina, Vice-president Garden Study Club; Lirs. Floyd 
Billman, Co-chairr:w.n of conservatj_on for the Garden Study Club; lvirs. Iva 
Ne1aman, Garden Editor, Sa11 Lateo Times and a Past-presid.ent of the Garden Study 
Club; hrs. D. A. Pike, alro a Past-president of Garden Study Club; representing 
the Sequoia Chapter of the National Audubon Society ·rrere l.•:.ii'. :8. Neil Dickinson, 
president, Ers. D. R. Sears, and lir-., and ldrs. H. C. Cranfill; I•.Irs. Albion 
Eorrall, Er. Jm. Connely, and Lr. Laurence Heinle, residents of Arroyo Court • 

. The residents a Arroyo Court and visitors had become a1-:are of an unusual 
number of birds in an undeveloped part of the creek, a plot approximately tvro 
blocks long running from :Gl Crunino to the .junction of Crystal S}?rinc;s Road 
and Arroyo Court and bordered on either side by the trm 1a tter streets. 
Included on this property is a Historical Society plaque designating a campsite 
of Portola. The property already belonged to the City of San Iv'Ja.teo. 

It Tw.s pronosed that a bird sanctuary be established here, cosnonsored 
by the Garcten- Study Club of the Peninsula and the Sequoia Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society. The City Park Commission YJ"as to be asked to furnish . 
rrnter su:;ply, and plant1ngs ol native shrubs and plants vmre to be undertaken 
by the Garden Study Club. The Audubon Societ~,. vras to be a resource group fo:r 
the present, financial assistance by them to be left, to further develonments. 

·-On October llr.th, Mrs. Dillman, Mrs. l'.'Iedina, and Mrs. Sears visited the 
meeting of the San l\1ateo Park Commission to answer questions on the proposal. 
The P&k Commission voted to recommend to the City Council establim ment of 
a bird sanctuary of the Arroyo Court property. 

On October 19th, San J.Iatoo City Councj~. voted to establia1 a Bird 
Sanctuar:y on Jl:rroyo Court, and a letter confirming this uas sent to h;rs. 
Knudsen. 

rrhe Garden Study Club has voted to spend ~:)250 over a period of tlu~ee years 
to develop this bird sanctuary. They ~~ropose to add native trees, shrubs and 
plants to attract more birds, a water bath, laoels for trees, shrubs and 
plants, and possibly benches. 

Trip to Steven's Creek May 2 

The joke ·uas on us for choosing the first day of fishing season for a 
bird walk to Steven r s Creek. ·.1hen the scouters enquired about permission to 
park cars in the parkinG area of a small tavern up the creek the hostess said; 

"Any other time, yes, but that day the creek vrill be blaclr vr.i.th cars and men 11 

and so it vras. 
For that reason vre felt quite content to bird walk, first, at our leisu:e, 

tlu"out;h the Sequoia High School campus. It was one of those masic mornings 
when courtinc;, nest buildin~ and territory singinc; contests "VTere going on all 

over the place. The big thrill vv-as a ·w·estern Tanager singing as he stopped 
by on his vray to the mountains, Black-headed Grosbeaks did their ventriloquist 
best to bevdlder us with music that c.id not come from the spot it seemed to. 
A Junco s:i..nGine;:, poth Towhees, courting !· .. ourning Doves, a dive bombing Anna 
Hur.m1er, all did their part to rrwke the morning interestinG. .. . .... 

~ventua11;y··-vte:;arove out to Steven r s Creel<: Reservoir which 1:ras · ai1yth:Lng 
but a peaceful spot. The tb.icket covered slo}:>e beloYr it engaged om" attention 
fo~c a vrh:Lle. Then we actually found a place to park along the creek above the 
reservoir. Here, al thouc;h cars full of fishermen seeking a luclcier s:1ot . 
whizzed bjt in both directions, we saTr bla.cl~ Phoebes, Quail, l1ed-tailed havrks, 
and, high spot of the day, a nestin~:; Brovm. Creeper. ·Je traced it 'by vratching 
the ~)usy flights to the nestlings enscoi''lced under the loose bark of a sycamore 
tree on the creek's edge. 

A friencUy woman from the house across the creek chatted with us enthus­
iastically, liJhen she re ard Yre were birders, telling us about a strange brilliant 
yellow and black bird that came to her yard - no doubt an oriole but the 
pictuPe of the Bullock Oriole did not suit her at all. Its head vras orange 
she kept insisting - could it have been the Hooded Oriole ·rrhich is increasinc;ly 
being reported in this areai 

List for the day: junco 7 spotted .. ~owhee, Anna's hUE':t:ti.l1.gbird, song sp~rron, 
chestnut-.backed chickadee; California quail, house finch, creen-backed cold­
finch; robin, violet-'green -~walloYI, mournint; dove, blackheaded grosbeak, brmm 
torrhee, cedar vraJcvJinc;, meadowlark, cliff ST'Tallovr, Breuer's blackbird, olive 
sided flycatcher, bJa ck phoebe,· yellow vrarbler, tufted titnouse, red-tailed 
hav;k, vJrentit, scrub jay, bush-tit, California v;oodpecker, ruby cro·wned lc:inc:;lot, 
Yrestern flycatcher, brovm creeper, turkey 'ITUl ture,. Cassm' s vireo. · 

A Field Trip to Windfall Farm in Uoodside June 6 

Lembers of the Society spent a 'pleasant morninG at the \f:indfall Farm of 
L:r. and L:rs. L. B. King in Hoods ide. It 1ras overcast and ·warm after a li::;ht 
rain and b:lr ds were very plentiful around the Kine; home. 

A friendly little chi~.ipinr; sparrow vras feeding beside the black-topped 
drive, ~lack-headed Grosbeaks and spotted towhees vmre numerous in the movm 
meadovrs and frinGes of trees. Olive-sided fl·~rcatchors made themselves. evident 
by snapping their beaks as they rushed through the air in pursuit of insects. 

A frightened barn owl blundered voisily through a thick grovrth of trees 
and shrubs. 

Over a srrrall valley· a r~d-bellied he.wk took fliG;ht screaming vri th annoyance 
vre _presumed, but alighted r:>ronrptly in a tree to reveal his barred tail, rufous 



belly, and red shoulC:.ers sharp and cleo .. r in GOOd light. 
Traffic nas heavy among. the clj.ff S":7alloYrs as they dived. in and out of their 

mud nests under the eaves of the Eing 1 s house. An unconventional house finch in­
cubated her eggs in a nest perched ·on top a chandelier in an outside room ·which 
the bird had appropriated. The Kings had very graciously conceded tl'lis one room 
to the finches, leaving an outer door Oi)en for theil"' comings and goings. 

Tiny quail chicks scurried in single file close -'co a b:cick wall edging a 
terrace upon vrhich they had been surprised feeding. Appa:l:'ently these Trere only 

clay old chicko and quite unsophisticated. They had not yet learned the habits 
of younc; quail. -vJe sat quietly on. a 0ench nearby vrhile the mother quail sho1Pred 
them very quickly how to gather into a corner Trhere they looked exactly like a 

small heap of dead leaves. We vTould never have knovm what it Tras if we had not 
been vratching. 

In the garden a radiantly br:l.lliant, western bluebird carried food to a 
nesting bo::. 

Other birds noted ·were: turh:ey vulture, red-tailed havrk, sparrow havrk, 
mournin~ dove, Allen 1 s humming bird, red-shafted flicker, acorn woodpecker, · ~ .... 
hairy and dolimy woodpeckers, ash-throated and 1-rostcrn flycatchers, vrood pev;ee, 

violet-green swallovr, scrub jay, chestnut-bacl:ed chickadee, plain titmouse, 
bush-tit, slender-billed nuthatch, ·rJren-t.it, Bevtick 1 s -~Jre11, California tlr asher, 
robin, russet-backed thrush, vrarbling vireo, oranc;e-croYmod and yellovr warblers, 
:;ileolated warbler, Enr;lim sp arrm·r, mea.dovrlark, purple fj_ncb, green-backed 
goldfinch, bro·1im tor1hee, Or_egon junco, and song sparrow. 

·;re re6ret that ·l!tr-. and Lirs. Kine; hc:.ve novr sold their -doodside home and 
moved to Carmel. Not only have we lost two enthusiastic members cf .· our Society 

but perhaps a choice spot to observe birds. 

Dunbarton Dr:tdge m d Alviso l\'iarshes Visited by Society. 

This field trip on October 3, 1953, ~-re.s notelrort~lY b~cause the day -r;as 
clear, ne..rm, and calm, a c011DJinat:Lon unusual for this section of the Bay. 

A high tide had scattered the shore birds which normally feed on the mud 
flats but there were good concentrat:Lons j_n the salt ponds. 

List for the day: eared grebe, double-crested cormorant, great blue heron, 
American e~ret, black-croyrDed night heron, pintail, shoveller, Cooper 1 s hawk, 
recl-tailcd hawk, sparrovr hav.rk, coot, killdeer, black-bellied plover, willet, 
c;reater yelloYr-legs, least sandpiper, red-backed sandpiper, doni tcher, vrestern 
sandlJiper, marbled godrrit, a-v·ocet, northern phalarope, California gull, ring­
billed @,'Ull, Forster's tern, black phoebe, vrestern meadowlark, Bre'~"Ter' s blackbird, 
savannah sparro17 

The Thunderbird Cruises to Greco Island -- an area to become an Audubon 
·Jildlife Sanctuary •. 

Only at the crest of the tide is there enour;h water under the hull for the 
Thunderbird to negotiate the Belmont Slough, ro at 9 A.L. on November 11, 1953, 
she left her berth at the Belmont Sea Scout Jase and eased out tovcrard deeper 
Yrater at reduced speed. 

Dr. Sears nas Skipper. .'v.finona Sears ancl a number of srnaller Searses wex'e · 
crevr, and ac;ile seamen they vrere. 

An e::collont tul~nout of both lo.rge and small fry swarmed over the craft. 
The da:i turned vrarm, St.J_ nny, and calm after an unpropitious very early 

morQinc overcast. 
Grebes dived to escD.~?e the Thunderbird b_earing clotm upon them. Over the 

dikes borderinG; the channel, vre glimpsed vast mud flats cro1'Jded vrlth feeding 
birds. Black-crovrned night herons 1Tere everytirhere--cr·ouched in the salt marsh 
grass, ~;olk:ing tha r heads out of the grass, and flying over the marsh in flocks. 

Ducks vrere virtually absent all day. Probably resting in rafts on the Bay 
vrai tinz for the gunners to so home. 

"Sandy" Sprunt of the ·Jest Coast Office o.i' the Hational Audubon Society 
joined us at the Port of Redvrood City to conduct the tour to Greco Island juot 
off the harbor. 

Our Ski;)per laid the Thunderbird aLong the end of tJ. e catwalk pro,jectinc 
out into the water from the island and all hands fell to to exert the ma:::Lwum 
press1u-·e against a minimum _of purchase to vrarp the stern around tonard the 
channel in anticipation of lower uater levels to come. 

Greco Island vras a joy -- a typical salt vrHter marsh, alive 'Hith rails, and 
sparrovrs and vr.i. th "peeps" feeding in the small mud flats interspersed anong 
· the salicornia. 

The cat walk runs thelength of the island permitting ready inspectlon of 
tho area, 1Yi thout undue intrusion U}jon the -rtildlife or thej..r habitat. · 

The southern ·;ortion of Greco Island which is separated fro:m the salt marsh 
by a dike, temmed rrith a. variety of s;Jore birds and ~.lls feeding upon mud flats. 

Fox sparroYrs of the dark wet-land type abounded in the marsh. . And an Ore,·;on 
junco found a bit of dry haiJita t on the dike. Ilost surprisinu; of a 1 rms a 
varied thrush perched upon a povrer tower far from his usual wooded highland 
haunts. 

A peregrine macl.e tao futile but bretlth-taking passes at f~eding shorebirds 
Yfhich sent them scatterinG in disordered. flights. 

Greco Island Td.ll indeed be a fine vrilcllife sanctuary o the fast--vanishing 
salt marsh type ancl. your Society q;t.ong wi ih the National Audubon Society vrill be 

a co-s·oonsor of the area und$'r p.e:t1hi t from the Ideal Cement Co. if certain 
technical diff:l.cul ties carr be ·overcome • 

.......... -



As the Thunderbird baclced slo-rrly into dee:? Yrater her scren resting near 
the bottom ttcut mud u vigorously. 

The t:Lnale ·w·as a cruise out to the e::tensi ve nrucl na ts on the north 8.1 o-re 
of the is and eJ:poscd by the lonering tide. Here the shore birds fed in a mass 

and a. colony of harbor seals had climbed out of the water to sun themselves.. ·. 
Again there was nmch shouting about the Thunderbird ncutting mud", Skipper 
Sears very slowly bacl:ed her away from the mud bm"' clo.se to 1rrhich he had worked 
the craft so v1e could inspect the bil .. ds at close ranr:;e, 

Lie~nory of the '\itarm day, the bright colors, and the buoyant spirits vrill 
remain long vnth tho~e fortunate enough to be on the Thunderbird. 

The days list included,· in addition to birds already noted, the folloYdng :. 
hol:"ned, ear:ed, and '\7estern grebes, and )_)ied-billed grebes; great blue heron,; 
American eg:ret, pintail;; l-esser scaups; su:rfscotel"s; turkey vulture; red-tailed 
ha-vrl<: (d.ead); marsh havrk; sparrou harrkJ clapper ra:U; killdeer.; black-bellied 
plover~ ·,:ilson 1 s m ipe; long-billed and Hudsonian curlew·s; spotted sandpiper; 
c;reater yellm·r-legs; sanderling; red-backed and western sandpipers,; dovritchm."s; 
warbled godT:-it~ avocet; California, ring-billed, and Bonaparte • s gulls.; Forst~r 1 "$ 
and Caspian terns; marsh vn"'en; varied thrush; Americarl pipit; yello-throat; 
meadowlark; Brew·er' s bJa ckbird; sa.va.tmah, fox, and ro ng sparr-ov:s. 

SCHZEN TOUR Report 

The biggest project of the Sequoia Auduoo.n Society in 195.3, at least the . 
one that ha.s tal~en the most courage and most vrork has been putting on the A:q.dubon 

Screen Tours. The series., given in the Burl~ngam.e High School Auditorium, has 
been outstanding in quality and br·eathtaking in beauty.. The naturalists who have 
shared their unusucal pictures of ama·zing crea t~es have been_ interesting and 
entertaining COI1'4'11entators •. 

This is the second year the Screen Totir's have been shovvn on the Peninsula 
and the first year the Sequoia Audubon Society has borne the entire financial 
risk and pror11otion. There has been e~~cellent publictty with pictures in the four 
nevtspapers of this area for each program and a number of paid advertisements on 
the amusement page. 

The Audubon Screen ToUl"'s are money makers all over the country in other 
places and should be here. As a ne1.·r venture in this area they have not paid their 
way as yet and have had to be subsidized by the Sequoia Audubon SocietY ~~1hose 
goal is to bring to people Oi""lpOrtunity to enjoy the wonders of nature and to 
become alTare of the need for their protect:i.on. Our contact vv:Lth P. T .A. Conserv-a-
tion Chairmen, schools, Scout organizations, people vrho should logically be most 

concerned and ready to vrelcome the Screen Tours, has not yet borne full fruit in 
sup!)ort, we feel. There is, however, evidence of a grcrvring response and interest 
in the Screen Tours in the increase in attendance each time and we feel another 
year they should be completely self supporting. We look forYTard to the ti. me 
when here, as elsevrhere, they become·· the means of providing scholarships to 
National Audubon CanlJS for those vvho vYork with youth, as vrell as for educational; 
and conservation projects in the Peninsula area. 

At this time we enlist your personal participation and enthusiasm to 
increase the audience for the last two of the series and thus decrease the amount 
the society vdll need to put in toward the cost of the series this year. The 
vmole project is still a me~ter of spade work and we need your help. 

The Threat to Dinosaur National Monument -- and the National Park Sustem 

This is a national emergency. The stakes are high - the future of all our 
national parl~s and monuments. No violation of any part of the National Park 
System should be considered except in extreme National need and after all 
alternatives have been e::hausted. The precedent established by such a project 
would e~:tend the harm to all our parks, monuments and vr.i.lderness areas. 

TEfE THitGAT: The Bureau of Reclamation includes in its plans far the compre­
hensive development cf the upper Colorado Rive:r a dal!l inundating Echo Park, in 
the scenic heart of Dinosaur National Honument. Alt,ernative sites e:cist, but 
they have not been even c&--efully studied. The Secretary of the Interior has 
reconunended to the President and to Congress the plan as it, narr stands, incl1.1.ding 
Echo Park Dam. If the Echo Park Dam isnot deleted rrom the plan, we stand to lose 
not only the brilliant cliffs, thrilling river and inviting green living space 
along the canyon floor in Echo Park, but als the security of every last scenic 
preserve that contains anything viJi th a possible dollar value to it. 

\IHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to key men in ·~Jashington. Tell them that you Yw.nt 
_..,-.. them to save Dinosaur National honument by deleting Echo Park Dam from the upper 

Colorado project.' If you only have time to vvrite "Please sa.ve Dinosaur 
National Monument", then at least do that promptly. Your letter can help save 
our National Parks. 

ADDRESS.GS: 
The Hon. William F. Knowland - Senate Office Bldg. ("Dear Lr. ·• • 11

) 

The Hon. J. Arthur Younger - ~~House Office Bldg. (Dear Lr •• 11
) 

The Hon. William H. Harrison, Chairman, Subcommittee on Irrir;ation 
& Reclamation. House Office Bld~;;. ,;ashinGton D.C. (Dear S:tr: 11 

The Hon. A. L. liiller, Chairman of House Committee on Interior &c 
rnsular Affail"s - House Office Building. (Dear Sir:) 

Dorothy F. Lilly, Editor B. Neil Dickinson, President 


